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political necessity of protecting the empire from constant wars
with the neighbouring kingdoms had compelled the Rayas of
Vijayanagara to parcel out large territories to Amaranayakas
who were expected to raise armies for the emperor.
Amaranayakas were military officers who held lands from the
king. As an agrarian institutions this land-tenure had a great
influence on the political life of the ruling dynasty. Alt a time
when money economy was not fully developed; instead of
being paid in money, the Amaranayakas were granted lands
and territories by the kings. Acording to H.H. Wilson 'Amara1
means a command of a thousand foot41. It also indicates a
giart of revenue to a person for his services generally military
jn nature42. Amaranayaka thus denoted an office of a military
chief under Vijayanagara Kings. The evidence gathered from
inscriptions substantiates this opinion.

The Nayakas were given crown lands on condition
of maintaining certain number of troops. Generally, they did
not have any hereditary rights. But they were nearly tenants-
atrvM. Often Amara villages had changed hands. The villages
of Tharunapadu were grantd by Sadasiva Raya in 1543 A.D.
to Nandyala Avrubalayyadeva Maharaja43. After 9 years the
Amaram Tharunapadu was granted by the same monarch to
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